
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
    
 
 
 

        November 13, 2008 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   
 

Metal Theft Alert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
            Copper coils          Backflow device                                    Installed backflow device   
 
The El Segundo Police Department has experienced an increase in metal theft from 
commercial and industrial buildings particularly involving copper pipes and water 
backflow devices.  Backflow devices are part of the plumbing system and are easily 
accessible since they are located outside of the building. 
 
In addition to the theft of these plumbing fixtures, thieves are targeting copper flashing, 
wiring of all types, and copper coils within air conditioning systems. 
 
Here are some tips to deter metal theft: 
 

• Log and highlight serial numbers located on metal items and/or use spray 
paint to create a distinguishing mark. 

• Encase backflow equipment within a locked metal cage. 
• Increase security lighting around your facility. 
• Install security cameras and post signage stating “Security Cameras are in 

use.” 

EELL  SSEEGGUUNNDDOO  
PPOOLLIICCEE  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT  

334488  MMAAIINN  SSTTRREEEETT,,  EELL  SSEEGGUUNNDDOO,,  CCAA  9900224455  
((331100))  552244--22220000  

DDAAVVIIDD  CCUUMMMMIINNGGSS,,  CCHHIIEEFF  OOFF  PPOOLLIICCEE  
  
  

PPrreessss  RReelleeaassee 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://nii-landscape.com/photos/0405-189.jpg&imgrefurl=http://nii-landscape.com/index.php%3Ftopic%3Dlandscapes&h=600&w=800&sz=208&hl=en&start=108&usg=___u6bzb1eHrPuOI23gmiH42il174=&tbnid=X8UXLtxOcZXkMM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=143&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dinstalled%2Bbackflow%2Bvalve%26start%3D100%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.basicirrigation.com/images/825Y.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.basicirrigation.com/index.php%3FcPath%3D52_114_175%26osCsid%3Dfef50068939b354040aa5b9f361ab88b&h=251&w=432&sz=45&hl=en&start=231&usg=__SOSD31GaNbz6z6l2c_-4PZeGQUk=&tbnid=_3KyFPTZhuY-WM:&tbnh=73&tbnw=126&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dfebco%2Bbackflow%26start%3D220%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN�
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bhandarimetal.com/images/02.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bhandarimetal.com/air_conditioner_coil-supplier-in-mumbai.htm&h=337&w=450&sz=60&hl=en&start=1&usg=__STBOPAEryl1EGOZ1ErWL1tRlX0o=&tbnid=LdJgtZv1j3JY4M:&tbnh=95&tbnw=127&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcopper%2Bcoil%2Bin%2Bair%2Bconditioner%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG�


• If appropriate, copper piping and backflow devices exposed to public view 
should be painted a neutral, blending color or concealed with shrubbery to 
make them less visible. 

 
If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact Crime 
Prevention Officer Laurie Risk at (310) 524-2274. 

 


